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Abused as boy, he has mission

PEOPLE: Tom Jones
will run the length of
the stute to raise
awareness of child
abuse amnd money for
the Orangewood Foun-
dation.

By GEL HOPEMSTAND
Ther Owangs Consity Mgt

HUNTINGTON BEACH — As
o toediller, Tam Jones wis Foreed
it karale trainkng and legihy
balances an ong food by hia n-
ther, a martial arts expord and
Epincapal mibsiater. Il Joned l'nl
tered during the groeling 3 10 )
hadur sparring sesibons, 1It saild,
fuin Toetr would ruruml him

By age 8. ihe physical nmd
miental abhise fficted on Jotes
spirred the conrts (o place him
iy the protection of the Manonic
Home for Childeen i Colton,
where be stayed antil age 2

Hut there s a sllver lineng, sald
Jones, 35, 0 persdeal (eniner,
champion kick boxer and avid
runeer, Under extreme physical
sress, he lenrned to disengage
hia muind, 1o think of nything b
ihi strain

S ton ehallengling W stay in
shcle sentally when vou're being
bemt. Vou ezcape mentnlly nml
that camos in real handy for ries-
ning, " he ssll, descriting o dakly
regimen of 15 miles. 'L ghink of
warld hunger, of ALLES, of how |
ciy helpr in God's work. That's
what | du. | scoupy my tine o
jisitive thinding ™

Jones o troining for his next
hattle, runmng the 15H-mile
lepgih of Califosmis In three
mbanthis. He sefs ofl Wednesday
from Melican State Hemch nesr
iregon o the Mexican horder,
passing through Orange County
arcasd June 23 Alang the way,
he will speak ngninst child nhuse
and hapes (o raise 250 000 jim
phedges for the Crangewosnd Chils
iieen’'s Foundition, Crange Coimn-
ty's pnly uhelter for abised and
neglected youths

“He's been through the wirst
il bt, manid bums st jasut pailled hikm-
(sl through, b ook thet
strength and in giving bhack to
others.”" snid Gene Howard, Or
angewond  executive director
“I"n ook just thai he's trying fo
ralse money, ot e face that the
rn will canse increassd nwnre

.

ORI OFLEARY Tren Owamygen Coxaniy Rageiies

axtating rmpact ob indeeds of
iteousamds of kids, ™

Capacity at the sheltor s 236,
bt Howard said that with child
nbune an erensing problem, b
hialiges an average of 220 chillibren
and nccankmally o8 many s S0

I himl 1o go large o gel peo-
ple’s attention,” Jones aakd, ex
plaining the scope of his run
“You don"t hear about problems
exce the oxtrens cases.”'

Jonea left ihe Masoos o join
the Marine Corps, where he sabd
he excellod becanse be knew nf
notiing other than metitutionol
[ife. He wihl accuntomed o com
radeial Living mmd Felt Hithe long
g for his father, who by then
hed died, or maother, wha left the
Tamily when Jones was volng.

"This was the First thoe that if
I'did pomething good, | was re
sarded Tor 50" be said

His firsl role model was actor
Chuck Morria, with wisiam Janes,
then 35, troined MNorra wotukd
work feam well bofore light 1o
well after, Jones recalled, and go
ol of Bild way L |5J|1r|4u: Fienn

Juoerien - Hiter potented and sold
rehabilitntion machines for hips
i D Bunchon, Bt i Buinkncis
partner’s death in o plane crmib
propelled Jomes inio drag and al-
cohol nbope

“When wvou  reach  Bodtom,
there's 1I!I.|!| Mg Wiy Lo pn' he
mmildl el e ansinet Dndas b il

Sober lor several voars, Jonesy
exuiles  conflldence when  he
aptacks off the land rsiser, which
hie soys was divienely . inagpleed
Suire fhe wentiner might be o fac.
P, Diaet b bmdstn Dhad Fuivrling 15
miikes @ day lor three months will
sz o vacation. Convincing others
that he could do it was amsther
matter

“We thought he was o little
crngy,” asid Pefer Byme, cre-
ative direcher Tor Vit Eumlm-

nents, the Ranchoe Santa Margs
rita-based  computer-memory
Mrm wlose 400 einployees gel e
erciie insiriaction from Jones
"How can you rin 1500 miles? 0
doesn'l ook that bad on a map
bul when the snenkers hit the
pavenent, ouch!"

Even Jones” wife of one yeor,
Brandi, inktially had hor doubis,
Inil gonn realided he was o s
o & AR

“He watches carioons  and
lovies all the stulT with the super.
:h:mmnl!‘i'e', jeot bt iy i maimad o

o el saving pec
Ele, whe mmid.

LMARDIETE  maad  JOnes Eemn T
have the manpower, w0 he enlist-
od the hekp of the Masons. T
e pecded promed s, s e
inlastersd sports celebrilies snch
ad former pro guartedhock Joe
Montina o men portions with
Bulimy. Then he pecded corporale
spsmsars, bl won over Hesbok
andd ‘Tweco Bell. Someone even dis
nabed a matar hooe fog the trek

“I voncedved e bandwagon,
irde the bandwagon and am
o gorting peopde ono i, b
said. "' wow helbeve dnit, others
ctll believe in it

Lo lar, aboul 250 00 his beoen
umassed from pledges, oorpo
riie apeomnorg, T-ahirt sales and
lubd robsers plonned alosg e
el The money will help funcd
e 600 00 remodeling of e Or
angewiisl Fm:lll.l mnd  exgund
the Ao tser of se rahips

For* donation iformatien, call
RS 0 NS



