brave ¢

Tom m Ohio v_lr hL‘:I"E he w

fellow who is running one

"__}" miles) to rase child Jbll'n‘.'.‘ w.':m'—

WS running Em\"rll'tl his October

rendezvous with Dr. Laura in Washington, D.C. In an
exclusive interview, Tom discusses his motives and the long

road he has taken o help America’s kids.

Perspective: Why are wou running across
Amercal

Tom Jones: Pmo domg this (o bong
mwaremess o child abuss, which | beleve moa
mational crisin. Pm abd dotng ihis w0 mise
maoney T donate to programs dealmg with
child sbuse. And bocaise | have n pansion
for it

P: Whal brought the ' child abuse problem o
T aftehmion

Tt When | wan eight, | was taken mway from
mry hemmie by e police, department, and mode
o ward of the: state of California, | was rsieed
in e sydtem | staved inoan instEtorion il
I s 18

P 50 you've ol some preity vyl memonck,
il v understand what these kids are
poing throagh

Tabt 've gt o bl ool experamce, VR I ik

Ps What w your '|'lr|.11'¢|||.m4‘:||| when you'ne: nod
Pl Scries Ammorien )

Tdi 'm w professionsl athlere. | was o

peizefighter for scvend] vears and 'm a two-
time world chimplon martial artist. That has
been my Hvelibood for quite some time. [ have
made quite o good living doing that and
decided that | would use the last Tow vears of
my profeisionk] carcer &0 ghve back to others
rather than make my own pockets fai.

Pz S0, why the marnthons? Wy nof walking or
miountin climbing?

Taodi As o professional procefighter 1 had
nioticed that I really emjoved the trmining aspoct
of that particular profcssion. And romning wans
soimething | enpoved and il seermed tat all the
reat of the fighters absoliately hated it 1 nod
only didn't seem o mind i but I liked i quite
a bit

Pz How long did it ke you o plan this cvent
and get evenythimg goma?

Tofz 1L ook aboud fous yvears, in part because
| dicn’t pnderstand thar philanthropy wan o
wiedl, muoch les= o bosiness [ felt that a8 n
professaoan] athicte | could st wy thit | woald

ust when you thought
America’s supply of heroes

Waas runnlng ]tm along comes Tom Jones, the

Tom _]an:s

get o0t o the ropd and stirt nipning and thid
peogile ol corpdrutions would respoid, | o
i plea Whalsoever thal i dnvodvdd Cogmng up
with a bustpess plan sod sobciting corpomute
Aierica fise a0 opermiing badgel. | had jo soljeit
coporate America snd iake gide a hil of
rejection, | mdght add So what | did was fisxaus
o the marketing bodpets of Lurge cirparabion
for vis(billty and thil sseried 10 work &5 far s
nn operating budpet mnd additionn] dollus s
thiere woild be misiy avnilahle fr children
Pi How didd you' get coiporations fo sponadd
you't

T Al first, pulling on their hean strings was
fuiale, S | wend back 1o the deawing b wixd
nffer going W0 soveral mestings of 1hese
corpormblor, | fbawsd ot ceally it i
IFiRlEr Wi,

P~ Whats dn bt for me™

e Bt wna dollars and cenes and shoaving
they can sell thelr prodier And
theon that by doing this type of an
i they conld sncrease. thelr sdles
i s ek as 70, nimd that the prabdic
will purchise fnoim & comipany tinl
¢ i% ot there holping the commmuniiy,
What lesson did you learn from
nee?

i 1 trve b0 underatmmid that boing nilsed in
ﬂ;i fynicm, 've’ had some very sirahle
protdems, especially socinl ones. | was removed
firoam hijch achool and the eilucation sywbem in
the tenth grade. 5o 1 have a tenth grode
educhtion and I Had w do this eficiently, | had
bin et & cowmpater, benrm compMEer pirogra, sl
tigiether 4 busiacas plan that made seasc, do
graphic ars and all the reat of the snll that
gocs with it 1 taught mysell i 1o use the
mitrament sl T8 et Soreed well
P1 Please lell our renders about the tvpical day
om the road

Todt | gt upat 5 & and drink a Logie shaks
Then | will streich ouf =2od Widrm up for abodi
S mulmtes. Thes | start oumeming,. When | firs
saried funnkng, (he doy woa much diflerent,
bBechihe the temmperatures oflen excedéded
100 eheprees

P: Do ol leve any help!

Tl | have o mansags {herupia awith me oo
alio cowks all oy ol He limadics the massags
and thui's been critical, Hisn name & Danbeh
“Mi" Warrmrath. | hiree smosther persom, Matlyn
Towar, who tmkes cand of the duily peeds af
taking core of ary lniadey | have or smypthing
Fikio than Murbyn does the sipport part

P: You had a4 rendesvoun vwath Or Lour
this month in Washington [

Tol: Yo, We handed dnal MWy Stull™ bags 10
children, Most of il children there were ghoi
the age | was when | entered the system. When
1 wak mken paay fom my boeme, 1 didn'y bave
porything that | eould ¢all oy o | wahild Hke
o have reecived ong of thess bags, Wiell, 1 had
po ke of e Impact that it has onoa child
| have cried overy singgle tme. | wish sveryone
could see one of these kids wmisip oo of these
bags. 'When they undip thise bags and st
pulling that stall out, theyre hitle kidi again
| believe inside of my. hean thai | con use
ihe velicle that the Drv. Lawm Schiessihgor
Foumnadation bas graciously provided,

P Do you have E-mnil 'on the rosd™

Tudz Noi.on the rosd. Hut my. wife reads the
to me over the phone and | anewer them, We
liave a website: rondkids.org, We've given awiy
well over S100,000 &0, children in need and
| perscially evaluabe any onganieation that geis
a dallur from w. | make sure the orgamimtion
isn't top heavy with sdministration and if
thew're O, then 171 earmark the dollars for
e program.

P: How bpeesrinnd B0 Sos i your Gih™

“You can spend all the money in the world on a child, but if you don’t spend the time, its worthless.”
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